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SEN{OI,IR MELI,IAN iS
captlonedr "sEn4ouR MELD4AN,
LO5-36247 ) .

the subject of a closed case
rs-R't, (Burile 105-78982; Nyflle

The NY fiJ€s-rs.f.Iee$ no@ve lnformation
tdentlfiable witrrl--_l "tt[

The sources used in the attached LHM are:

is the subject of NY file
1qo-15069

Neither of the above indlviduals quallfles for
inclusion on the SI.

hereof and
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co re
the security interests o the United

could .be prejudiclal to
States

v
f

Actlvities of SESPA at New York, appear to be open,
y agai-nst the RRI by leafleting
lthough arrests have taken place
RI, these arrests occumed when
hemselves for arrest by sitting

Avallab1e information lndicates'that SESPA is a
non-vlolent, Iegitimate, paclfist type organLzation, the stated
purpose of wfricfr is "a national orgaiLzatLon within the techhical
professions concerned wlth establishlng a baslc level of
irofesslonal ethics .in science and engineeringtt.
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In view of the above,
belng conducted by New York and
a closed status.

no further investigation ls
this case ls being placed ln
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Scientists and Englnee'rs
For Soclal and Politic'al
Aetlon (SESPA)

All sources used ln thls memorarrdurn have furnished
rellable informatj-on in the past.

l-lon october 16, r9To, mad:.e availab1e a o2
leaflet calTSAEd "Know Your UeignUoitt vrhrS-ch leaflet announced brD
pleketing by SESPA at the Riverside Research Institute (rutf),
New York, New York.

The above-mentloned leaflet, issued by SESPA,
the following self-deseription of SESPA:

ttSESPA is a national organlzatlon within the
professlons concerned with establishlng e- basic level
professional ethics ln sclence and engineering.rr

The ttCoJ-umbla Spectatorttr, a's'tudent newspaper a'b
Colunrbia Universlty, New York, New York, lssue of Januaty 7 t 197L,
pagg I, contalned an artlcle captloned 'iSESPA l{ernbers to Plcket
MIT". Thls article reflects in part as foJ.lows:

t'A dozen Columbla scientlsts and graduate students will
pleket at the }lassachusetts Institute of Technology tomorrow to
pr:otest against the institutionrs contlnued partlelpatj-on in
government-sponsored, mllltary research"

tttwe t re

In Reply, Plaite Reta u
f&tlvo.go IOO-459855

NY t00-170446

appeared before
here to dlscuss

Thls document contains
the Federal Br:reau of
the F'BI and ls loaned
not to be dlstrlbuted

New YorkriNew York
sEP,' ? 8 1971

contal-ned

teehnlca].
of

writing to the MIT 'people, calJ-ing them, we
a group of them, and we tve tried i-nvltlng.then
professlonal ethics - the morais - of doirg work'ultimate purpose the destruction of human-liferr
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Sc j-entists and 'Englneers 1 . 
','',' 
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For Social and Political ,'l ' .,., ''. .'.i, ,

Action (SESPA) . :":, . ",, :

Professor of Industrial Englneerlng Seyrour Melman sald last
night. llrle have not had any response'flo{tr them, so welre

, going to demonstrate at I"IIT personally to see 1f we canrt jog
them lnto motion. lrr

ttProfessor l4elman and others j-ur the Colurnbia group
demonstratlng at l,lIT are menbers of the Mew York branch of
SESPA (Scientists and Engineers for Soe'isrl and Polltieal Action)
an organizatlon of unlverslty scientlstsr opposed to alJ-
mLlitary-related researeh at univsrslti+lc and other lnstitutlons.

t'SESPA scienttsts from Columbia and other schools ln
the New York area have been plcketlDg :a=rdnst the Rlverside
Research fnstltute in New York Clty for lfie past year. The :

Rlverside Instltute, formerly the Elec-frtmlc Research Laboratories,
was aff'lli-ated with Colrrmbia uni1l 1968-

flProfessor Melman asserte'd tffi, the picketlng at the
Rlverslde Institute has been rvery' ef.fecUivs. I

tr rslnce the picketlng L"Urrr, .flifteen Rlverside employees
liave resigned, I he sald, addlng that tore of these people have
found rrew-jobs through Snspgrs-tCivllJ.an Work Job Plaeenrent Plan. tt'

On January 8, 197t, Speclal Agmts of the Federal
Bureau of Investlgation (FBI ) ob'served a demonstrati.on in front
of the Rodgers Adminlstration Bulldlng, .ltrbssachusetts Institute
of Technology (MIT), Cambrldge, Massachuetts. {pproxirnately
13 males anO- fdmales handed - o t J.eafl# entltled "l'{oral
Irresponsibility at IUITrr. The leaflet sdated the deraonstratlon
was sponsored by the New York City, llew&rk Chapter of SESPA.
The purpose of the group t s action, as ste.rpd ln the leafLet, was
to reml.ncl students and employees at tfIT Siat the instltute is
probably the most importaht nilitary 'r.es+Erch eenter in the
Unlted States and as such plays a.major .nole in promoti.ng war
in Vietnam.
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Scientists and Engineers.
For Soelal and.'Po1ltica].:
Action (SESPA ) ,,

The leaflet called for an end to war research at
MIT. The following SESPA pledge was prlnted on the leaflets:

ttl ptredge that I wllt not partlcipate in war research
for weapons productlon. I further pledge to eouncll my students
and urge my colJ-eagues to <io the sarleo"

l-l on January 8, L9TL, advi-sed the demonstratlon
at MIT was peaceful and no arrests vtere nade.

97I, advlsed that demonstratlons
e held at 8:45 AM on b2
on Feb:ruary J't, L97L, at the b6

, New Iorlc" b7c
b7D

On February 17, and 19, L9Tl, Speclal Agents of the
FBI observed activities at 80 West End Avenue, New York Clty,
the locatj.on of RRI. IIo dernonstrations: were observed on
February L7r l97L, from 8:4o Al,1 to 1o:0o AM. A loqe unknown
female waso6seiveA at the entrance to RRI on llest 64tn Street,
New York City, passing out a leaflet issued by SESPAT urging
opposltion to RRI!s defense work. The femal.e departed at 9:30 AM
a.nd tle re were no lncidents or arrests-

On February 1p, I97I, elght demonstrators were observed
at the RRI', New York, New York, These ,demonstrators carried
placards r6adlng "No-Federa1 Po11utlon Funds for ABMrr ancl
rtDonf t SelI youi Bralns to Killers.'r

- Thls demonstratlon was peaeefu-L and there were no
lncidents or arrests.

l-bn February 24, rgTL, furnlshed inforrnation
that trre eiEffi- Physical Society Convention ttas heJ.d at
New York City during- the period oi February 1-4, I9?1. An
organization-knorvn is "SESPAt' tried to interrupt the soeeeh of
a Dr. LANE of the Polarold Company. There were approximately
2l persons in this group and.they were extremely voclferous"

o
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Scientj-sts and Engineers
For Social And PoLitical
Action (SESPA) :

and r.esu.]-ted ln four arrests.
ad ent at

tudent
student

Tf:e I9TO-TL student dlrectoly
(CU) reflects that

lcjea1 mailtng addresslls
CU. He is a student in

lffifFes ln CU and ld-s permanent adcress
is listed as
Massachusetts, :r_

l. telephone nu-nber I

conEacEs ,ror ororrilffi
at RRI, New New York, in Augustr L97L"

York., in August, l9TL.

wo
Yor

l-lon t{ay 1!, 1!/1r' furnished the follor'ring
r-nl-ormaE]-on: '

On May 10, L97L, the organizatlon Seientists and
Engineers for Social and Polltical Actlon held a'demonstration
at the Riversi-de Research Lab ln the l'lidtown area of }tanhattan
(ttew York). The demonstration actuall-y conslsted of a slt-ln
in the entrances of the research lab. It lasted from
approxirirately 8:30
Those arrested were
Columbia University;
Columbla University;
Columbia University an
Columbia University,
research lab. According to thls source, the spokesman for th.e

b2
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'. :.ScLentists an<i Englneers
For Social. and Polltlcal
Action (SESPA) .'

On Aprll 1
male,

buiJ.dlng,
and ulas
a New

advocates
sponsored by War Tax Resistance (trfn),
York headquarteed group vrhich pubJ.lcJ.y
non-paynent of taxes for war purposes.

I

furnlshe d,/ lnformat 1on
r'in Columbla

and a member of
strants at

People I s Coalitj.on for Peace a.qd
Natlonal Conference, Miluaukee,
Jnne 25 - 27, I97L.
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Justlce (PCPJ)
I{:i.lgeAgJl:,.

A PCPJ press release dated March 1' L97L,
deseribed itself as being headquartered
ln Washlngton, DC, and consistlng of over
100 organizations employing massive eivl-l
disobedlence to combat the issues of war,
raclsm and repression.

On August 6, 1971r Special Agents of the FBI observed
an antl-war picket Ilne demonstration sponsored by SESPA and
held at RRIr-8O West End Avenue, l{ew Yor.ir 95.ty. The demonstration
comrnenced at L2:OO noon and conslsted of ]4 lndividuals distribuiing
leaflets publicizing nuclear weapons .r.es:eareh conducted at RRI"
The demonstrators called for an end to d.evelopment of nuclear
$eapons.

Collegel rnapr
SESPA, was one o



Scientists and Engineers ', , ,, .

For Social and Politica1 :

Action (sEsPA) ,

The dernonstration ended at L2:25 PM without
lncident after an unident,ifled rnale dellvered a short speech
urglng scientists and engineers to devote thelr energles
to peaceful sci.entiflc projects.

l-l on Septenber ), 197]., advised that SESPA :;-
ls agnallfo@zation of faculty members and a few students rr'L'

who publlcly oppose expenditures for mlLitary type-research.
Thls- source stated SESPA ls not believed to be a nilltant
or revolutionary type group and thei-r actlvlties conslst
malnly of picketlng and leafleting in optrnsltlon to mllitary
research.
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Thls document contalns
the Federal Br:reau of
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Sclentists and Englnee.rs
For Soc1a1 and Politi-c,al
Aetlon (SESPA)

AII sources used ln thls memorarN,dum have furnlshed
rellable information in the past.

on October 16, ].970, made avai]-ab].e a oz
leaflet eaTTbaEd t'Know Your tteignUoi" vrhrS-ch leaflet announced brD
plcketing by SESPA at the Rlverside Research Instltute (nnf),
New York, New York.

The above-mentloned leaflet, issued by SESPA, contal-ned
the following self-description of SESPA:

'tSESPA ls a natlonal organlzation within the teehnlcal
professlons eoncerned wlth establishlng e; baslc.-leve1 of
professlonal ethics ln sclence and englneering.rr

The ttcolumbj.a Spectatort'r, a s'tudent newspaper ab
Colu.urbl-a Universlty, New York, New Yorkr. issue of January 7 t :-.97l-.,
pagg I, contalned an artlele eaptloned 'iSESPA lt{ernbers to Plcket
MIT". Thls artlcle refleets in part as foJ-lows:

ttA dozen CoJ.umbla scientlsts and graduate students wilJ.
plcket at the Irtassaehusetts Instltute of Technology tomorrow to
protest against the lnstitutj.onrs continued participation in
government-sponsored, mlJ.ltary resealch"

tttwe t re writing to the MIT
a group of them, and

'peopre, carrang rnem, we
, we tve tried invitlng.thern

Ie, calJ-ing them, we
appeared before
here to discuss professlonal ethlcs

ultimate purpose the
IFIED APPROPRIATEA-GENCIES

the morais - of doing work
destruction of human liferr

It.p rttl,o oI'FrcES
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DATE 4

neither recommendations nor'coneldslons

ENctosunn/&a -

the property
contents.are

':f- IE
Investigation (FBI). It is
to ;lorrr ageney; -1.t and 1ts
outslde yo\u, ager,rclr.
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r :.'.' :'Scientlsts and'Englneers. -

For SociaL and Poli.tical ,';

Aetion (SESPA) ',_ r

Professor of Industrial Englneering Se3rrour Melman sald last
night. lWe have not had any response -f)nom them, so welre

, going to dernonstrate at MIT personally to see 1f we canrt iog
them-lnto moti-on. I rr -

ttProfessor l4elman and others i-ul the CoLumbla group
dernonstratlng at l'1IT are menbers of the ffew York braneh of
SESPA (Sclentists and Engineers for Soeiqrl and Political Action)
an orgdnizatlon of university scientists; opposed to all
rnllitary-related researeh at uni.vglsili+s and other institutions.

ttSESPA scientlsts from Coh:mbia and other schools 1n
the New York area have been plcltetl-ng ,FE*dnst the Rlverside
Research Institute in New York Clty for the past year. The :

Rlverslde Instltute, formerly the Elec-fr:urle Research Laboratoriest
was affiliated with Columbia uni1l 1968-

t'Professor Me1man asserte'd tffi, the pieketlng at the
Rlverslde Institute has been rve:ry effecillve.t

tr rslnce the pieketlng began, :ftifteen Rlverside employees
have resigned, I he sai.d, addlng tt:et sone of these people have
found rrew-jobi through Snspars-tClvllian llork Job Plae-ement P1an. r'l

On January 8, IITL, Speelal Agnts of the Federal
Bureau of Investlgation (fef) observed a demonstration ln front
of the Rodgers Adminlstration BuiLding, llbssachusetts Ins'ultute
of Technology (MIT), Cambrldge, Massachuetts. Sproxtmately
13 males anO-fematei handed out 1eafJ.etts entltled "Mora1
Irresponsibility at I{IT'|. The Leaflet sdated the dernonstratlon
was sponsored by the New York City, llew Srk Chapter of SESPA.
The purpose of the grouprs aCtlonras stp'ipd ln the leafletrwas
to reml.nd students and employees at I.fIT diat the instltute is
probably the rnost i-rnportant rniJ'itary res+prch center in the
Unlted States and as such plays a.major.nole in.promoting war
in Vietnarn.
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Scientists and Engineers.'
For Soclal, and'.'Po11tical:
Actlon (SESPA)

-,-'::

The leaflet called for an end, to war researeh at
MIT. The following SESPA pledge was printed on the leaflets:

ttl pledge that I wlll not parti-clpate in war research
for weapons productlon. I further pledge to eouncil ny students
and urge my colleagues to cio the sameo"

at MIT Tras peaceful and no arrests vrere nade.

L97L, advlsed that demonstratlons
be held at 8:45 AM on b2
on February 1!, L97L, at the b6

I New Iork" :l;
0n February I/, and 19, L97L, Speclal Agents of the

FBI observed activities at 80 llest End Avenue, New York Cltyt
the locatj.on of RRI. llo dernonstrations were observed on
February L7, 197L, from B:40 Al,1 to 10:oo AM. A loqg wtknown
female waso5served at the entrance to BEf on llest 64tn Street,
New York City, passing out a leaflet i-ssued by SESPA, urging
opposltion to RRIrs defense work-. The female departed at 9:30 AM

and tte re were no lncidents or arrests-

On February 19, I97I, elght demonstrators were observed
at the RRI'. New York, New York" These ,demonstrators carried
placards r6adlng "No-Federa1 Pol].utlon.Frrnds for ABMrr anclrtDonrt SeIl youi Bralns to Killers."

- Thls demonstratlon was peaeeful and there were no
lncldents or arrests.

l-bn February 24, r9Tr, furnlshed lnforrnation
that trre eTffi- Physical Society Convention $tas heJ-d at
New York City dr.rring the period of February 1-4 , I97L. An
organization knoln is "SESPA" tried to interupt the speech of
a Dr. LANE of the PolaroLd Company. There were approximately
2! persons in this group and they were extremely voclferous"



Scientists and Englneers
For Soci-al And PoLit:-ca].
Action (SESPA)
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t-lon l,tay 1!, l)l:.r, furnished the follor'rl-ng
rnl-ormaELon: '

and r.esu]-ted ln four arrests.approxinrately B:30
Those arrested were
Columb j.a Unj.versi-ty ;
Columbia University;
Columbia University an ormer student at
Columbla University, @yee of the (Riversioe)
research lab. According to thls source, the spokesman for the
SESPA group was a C

g To lnls sourcer lne spoKeslnan ror Ene
Eia universlty studentr:

The l9TO-Tl student directorg
(CU) reflects that

loca] mailing address
CU. He is a student

lffiTffis ln CU and rd-s pernanen
is listed as
Massachusetts,

l. telephone nu.mber I

60ntacts" for sESPm

on lt{ay 10, l9Tt, the organizatlon Scientists and
Engineers for Social and Po1itlcal Action held a'demonstration
at the Riversi de Research Lab 1n the },lidtown area of Manhattan
(ttew York). The demonstration actually conslsted of a slt-in
in the entrartces of the research lab. It lasted from

nt at
t"ourit at AJ.{,student at.'-,,---
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New York, in August, L97L.
of two

1, fr:rnlshed infgrnaf.lon-,
telephone nunber I tts" lor SESPA picEF
York., i.n August, l9Tl.

was one 9lr Ewo "co
at RRi,ley_ YorEr_ I[ew
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Scientists and Englneers
For Social and Polltlcal
Action (SESPA) : ..

On Aprl1 1
mal,e,

white
S?-

monstratLon
buiJ-ding,
and was
a Neu

advocates
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f urnlshe d,/ 1nf o rmat lon
r'ln ColurabLa

ColIe@ and a member of
SESPA, was one of the-1-@istrants at
People I s Coal.itj-on for Peace a"nd Justlce (PCPJ)
Nat io nal C o nf e renc e, Mi luaukee, !rl_i q-co{!s+n_t
June 25 - 27, I97]..

A PCPJ press release dated March 1' L97L'
deseri.bed itself as bei-ng headquartered
in Washlngton, DC, and consistiug of over
1O0 organlzations employing massive eivll
dlsobedlence to combat the j-ssraes of war,
raclsrn and represslon.

On August 6, I97I, Speclal Agents of the FBI observed
an antl-war picket J.ine demonstratlon sponsored by SESPA and
held at RRI, 8O West End Avenue, l{ew Yor.k Clty. The demonstration
cornrnenced at 12:OO noon and conslsted of 14 lndlviduaLs distributlng
leaflets publicizi-ng nuclear weapons 'r.es.eareh conducted at RRI"
The denonstrators cal-J-ed for an end to development of nuclear
weapons.

at the fnternal Revenue Service (IRS)
120 Church Street, New York, lleu York,
sponsored by War Tax Resistance (mR),
York headquarteC group vrhich ptlbJ-icJ-y
non-payment of taxes for war pErposes.
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: Sclentists and Engineers . ..

For Social and Politieal '

Action (SESPA) ., .

The demonstratj.on ended at L2;25 PM without
lncident after an unidenti-fied male delivered a short speech
urglng scientists and engineers to devote thelr energies
to peaceful scientific projects.

on septenber ), 197l-, advised that sEsPA b2

ls asrnalltFlAfrItation- of facu1,€y iero6ers and a few students b7D

who publlcly oppose expenditures for mllitary type research.
Thls source stated SESPA 1s not believed to be a nilitant
or revolutlonary type group and their acti.vltie s conslst
malnly of picketlng and leafletlng in opposltlon to mllitary
research.


