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This is not my story alone. 

It is representative of many of us in 
the 1960s and 1970s who trained in 

various areas of science and then 
redirected our professional efforts 

into the field of occupational  

safety and health. 

Many of us are at this conference. 



- 

I first experienced the excitement of 
high-energy physics at Cornell 

University. My teachers were Philip 
Morrison, Hans Bethe, R.R. Wilson 

and others – Great physicists,  
activists against the misuses of 

atomic energy and founders of the 
“Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists.” 



Vanderbilt  1962-67 

Science Research on the Σ+ particle 

-- Lifetime 10-12 seconds. I help  

    measure its magnetic moment. 
Great fun but unlikely to be of 
practical value to the larger society 

MEANWHILE the civil rights 
movement is roaring in Nashville, led 
by John Lewis and SNCC . 



- 
- 



- 
- 



In 1964 a group of us form 
Southern Student Organizing 
Committee (SSOC), a sister 

organization to SNCC.  

I meet my wife Ronda. We soon get 
active in anti-VN War activities also. 



- 

Soon life in Nashville becomes 
schizophrenic for me: 

Emotionally I lead two lives: White-
coat scientist in the lab during the 
week, and highly public civil-rights 

activist evenings & weekends. 

ALSO many of our physics graduates 
soon go to work in military labs. 



IT’S TIME TO MAKE A CHANGE! 
But to which field of science? 

I wander into: 

Postdoc in Physical Biochem at 
Cornell to study protein structure. 

Then faculty job at Mt. Sinai studying  
glycoproteins (Cystic Fibrosis) 



Both good, but lab studies far 
removed from contact with people. 

Soon I get active in SftP and meet 
other NYC science activists at SESPA: 

Scientists and Engineers for Social 
and Political Action, including Mike 

Green and Joan Greenbaum. 



SftP helps clear my mind about the  
kind of science work I want to do.   

Then I hear a talk at Mt Sinai by Tony 
Mazzocchi of OCAW, 

who asks for help training chemical 
workers in NJ protect themselves 

from health & safety hazards. 

 



- 
I study the science literature ,  

after all I knew very little about OSH 
when we started out, and then teach 
a first-at-the-time course for workers 

at Rutgers Labor Center in NJ. 

 

I get hooked on the field! 



Why is Worker Health & Safety 
appealing to so many SftP folks? 

1. We can interact with and directly 
help workers protect their health, 
their lives & conditions of work. 

2. We can do this using much of the 
scientific knowledge we labored so 
hard to learn. 

3. We can relate authentically as 
scientists to workers and their 
unions. 
 



I stick my toes in the water 

I am lucky enough to get a job as a 
staff member and writer at 

Health/PAC, and begin researching  
and writing articles on OSH for the 

Health/PAC Bulletin. 

Some are reprinted in SftP: 



- 



- 

- 



- 

- 



- 
Also in the mid-70s 

SESPA publishes a pamphlet entitled: 

“HARD TIMES: Employment, 
Unemployment and Professionalism 

in the Sciences” 

 

It concludes: 



- “We need not only a national 
organization of scientists, but a 

national movement of all people to 
turn the priorities of America around, 

and establish a society where our 
labor is rewarding because it is 

determined by people’s real needs, 
rather than one  in which all labor  is 
organized for the power and profit of 

a few.” 



- 

On the very last page of this 
pamphlet is a footnote: 

“A preliminary version was presented 
at the Spring meeting of the 

American Physical Society where it 
provoked much hostile comment.” 



I dig in further to health & safety 

I decide to go back to school to learn 
about H&S in more depth. 

I am accepted to the Harvard H&S 
program under David Wegman and 

John Peters. 

It is a great learning and social 
experience. 



I return to NYC and go to work for 
the United Electrical Workers union. 

I teach H&S courses at UE locals & help 
our members deal with problems such 
as PCBs at the GE plant in NYS. I write a 
monthly column on H&S for the union 

newspaper for next 25 years. 

AND I learn about the world of work, 
which in reality I knew little about 

before. 



But by 1983 UE decides to relocate 
its national office to Pittsburgh. 
But Ronda has a great job in NYC with 

the NYC Health and Hospitals 
Corporation, which runs the City’s 

public hospitals. 

I apply for a position at Hunter 
College, and am chosen to head its 

grad program in EOHS. 



I love my new job & stay for 23 yrs. 

Our program grows; we end up 
training more industrial hygienists of 
color than any other U.S. college or 

university program. 

I also serve on the NYCOSH Bd for 
about 30 yrs. 

I retire in 2006. 


